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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the quality
of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was carried out under Part
XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards Act 2000 and, where nursery education
is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified during the
inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to the outcomes for
children set out in the Children Act 2004; the National Standards for under 8s day care and
childminding; and, where nursery education is provided, the Curriculum guidance for the
foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision which Ofsted
has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004 whichever is the later.

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you ready for
your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

Hornsey Road Nursery is one of two nurseries run by the London Metropolitan University. It
opened in 1999 and operates from several rooms in a purpose-built building. It is situated in
a residential area in Holloway in the London borough of Islington. A maximum of 48 children
may attend the nursery at any one time. The nursery is open each weekday from 08.00 to 18.00
in term time only. All children share access to secure enclosed outdoor play areas.

There are currently 53 children aged from two to under five years on roll. The nursery provides
for children of students and staff members of the university. The nursery supports a number
of children who speak English as an additional language and also supports children with learning
difficulties.

The nursery employs ten members of staff. All hold appropriate early years qualifications.
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children to be healthy

The provision is outstanding.

The children in the nursery have access to a very well organised, clean and hygienic environment.
Staff ensure that all areas of the setting are ready for children as they arrive, with all facilities
being maintained to very high standards of cleanliness and hygiene. The setting has very clear
written procedures and policies in place to ensure that medication is administered correctly
and accidents are minimised and dealt with effectively. The setting makes very good use of its
written records to share with parents and to facilitate processes of self review in order to modify
future practice. Children can be well cared for if they sustain minor injuries as nominated first
aid staff are available throughout the setting with very good access to appropriate first aid
equipment. In order to reduce the spread of infection within the nursery the setting excludes
children who may be infectious and follows very effective day to day routines when changing
nappies, cleaning surfaces and encouraging children to wash their hands. The good health of
the children is also promoted, as the setting ensures that it has written permission from parents
to obtain any emergency treatment or advice that may prove necessary.

The physical development of the children is excellent. All children have access to carefully
planned activities in a variety of well resourced contexts that are designed to bring about
significant physical development. While indoors, children can develop their fine motor skills,
co-ordination and confidence through activities that include playing with construction sets,
jigsaws, model making and the use of scissors, chalk and threading games. The setting ensures
that all activities are age- and developmentally-appropriate and staff offer all children
appropriate levels of support and guidance. The setting has excellent outdoor facilities which
the children use very enthusiastically in all types of weather. Staff present children with a very
good range of play opportunities while outdoors which includes using scooters, climbing
apparatus, slides and small games equipment. The staff ensure that children are actively engaged
at these times by playing with children directly and facilitating their imaginative play. In addition
to these purposeful activities children can also use sand play areas, share books and use other
small equipment under well designed, sheltered areas. The setting has a quiet time during the
day in which children are able to sleep or rest according to their individual needs. The nursery
promotes healthy eating very effectively through very colourful and informative displays that
children and parents respond positively to, and through activities that enable children to
understand about healthy eating and good nutrition. Children bring their main meals of the
day from home; these are stored in hygienic conditions, with the setting giving very good
instructions to parents about how this food will be stored and the types of food that their
children should be eating. In addition the setting provides snacks of fruit during the day and
a vegetarian tea; for example, baked potatoes or lasagne. Children have access to fresh drinking
water which they can independently access at appropriate times during the day.

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay safe

The provision is good.

The premises are very secure and safe for children. All external doors are securely locked and
access to the building is only with the authorisation of staff. The setting has very effective
procedures in place to ensure that children are kept safe when they arrive and depart. All visitors
are monitored and the setting maintains accurate registers of all those that are on site at any
given time. Parents are welcomed into the nursery as they settle their children into their day;
staff monitor these interactions well with good levels of supervision, promoting children's
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safety while facilitating informal exchanges of information. The setting has in place a clear
written statement of its procedure to safeguard children. It is well known by all staff, who are
able to protect children as they can confidently recognise potential concerns and have a good
understanding of how to pass these on to relevant authorities. Children are kept very safe in
the case of an emergency as the setting has well maintained fire detection and control equipment
together with clear evacuation procedures which are known to all the users of the nursery. The
nursery regularly undertakes risk assessments as part of its day to day work to ensure that
children do not face unnecessary danger from hazards. Examples include checks on all equipment
used and activities undertaken, restricted access to parts of the setting - the kitchen, for
example - and ensuring that levels of supervision promote children's safety. The setting's toilet
facilities are maintained very well; children use them independently with appropriate levels of
support from staff.

The nursery has very spacious accommodation, which is well designed, well equipped and
child-friendly. Resources are stored well to promote free movement and independent access
while ensuring children's safety, as the play environment is kept uncluttered. This positive play
environment is further promoted by good staff deployment. The nursery has a very good range
of furniture which promotes a variety of activities and accommodates the different ages and
sizes of children. There is a very good range of toys and resources in the nursery which are well
maintained and safe, which promote children's development due to their suitability. Children's
all round development is positively influenced by the resources that they are able to use both
indoors and outdoors. The premises used by the children as they play and explore are very light,
colourful and stimulating. The setting has given a great deal of thought to making its premises
attractive to parents and children as a result there is a very good use of displays to celebrate
children's work and inform parents about the setting's work, policies and procedures.

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do

The provision is good.

The children are arranged in family groups across the whole age range, with the oldest children
in the setting working in flexible groupings with the opportunity to undertake suitable activities
in smaller groups at certain times during the day. This allows these children to have the benefit
of working on activities with all children, whilst also being able to spend shorter amounts of
time on focused activities to meet their specific development needs.

The setting supports children well as they make choices about what they are going to do and
staff ensure that children are purposefully engaged. Play and learning activities all take place
in well equipped and attractive rooms where children have an opportunity to exercise free
choice or work on adult led activities. Children enjoy working in the setting: their self esteem
is raised through numerous displays of their work, and they are given worthwhile opportunities
to make choices which staff support well. Children spend their time on a range of activities
including excellent outdoor play opportunities, sharing books with adults, messy play, and a
variety of role play games. Staff facilitate these activities skilfully; for example, when playing
outside staff ensure that all children use their time well, working in small groups or individually,
and offer appropriate levels of support for all children.

Adult led activities include sharing stories and books, making music, art activities and number
games, where children start to understand about numbers and their value. Children have access
to a good range of books which they are interested in and which initiate several important
conversations with adults; for example, leading them to talk about different animals. Staff plan
all activities for the children to ensure that they have access to a good range of learning and
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play opportunities. Children's development is carefully recorded by staff, who take time to
observe children andmake accurate assessments of their development, which are used effectively
in order to meet their ongoing needs. The nursery makes good use of the Early Years Foundation
Stage framework throughout, which ensures that children's overall development needs are well
met as they progress through the nursery. While the setting maintains good links with parents
and regularly exchanges important information verbally, parents do not have routine access to
written development records from which they could gain a greater understanding of their child's
progress.

Nursery Education.

The quality of teaching and learning is good. Staff have a good understanding of how young
children learn and a good understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage framework. This
ensures that children's development is continuous, as they undertake carefully planned activities
that are appropriate for their age and level of development. Children have access to a good
balance of self-chosen or adult-led activities. Staff support children's learning and play well in
order to ensure that they are engaged and they take opportunities to enhance children's learning
and understanding; for example, when children played with water, experimented with numbers
and used balancing equipment outdoors. As children exercise choice andmove between activities
staff guide them well; however, some children do not always spend sufficient amounts of time
on activities and so miss valuable learning opportunities. Staff make accurate assessments
about children's development as they undertake their activities, they base this on careful
observations on what children do, say and achieve. This information is informally shared with
parents and used to inform future planning of children's activities. Staff know the children well
with a clear understanding of their starting points, individual needs and future learning
requirements.

The children form positive relationships as they play together, share and take turns. Children
show good levels of independence as they select activities, play and interact with adults and
other children. They speak very confidently with appropriate and descriptive vocabulary when
discussing healthy eating, playing outside, and experimenting with water and other messy play
activities. The setting promotes very positive and worthwhile images of written language
through very good displays and labelling; the children have opportunities to write their names
and contribute to their displays of work. Children also take part in a good range of mark making
and early writing activities; for example, in role play or when using chalk or other equipment.
Children's overall language development is also enhanced by them being involved in many
conversations with adults, and by extensively using books and a range of written material.
Children take part in activities that enhance their understanding of numbers and their value
through role play, practical situations and singing songs. Children also gain an understanding
of how heavy or light things are, and how to measure when cooking. Children explore simple
technology through the use of everyday equipment. They learn about their world through
planting seeds, growing bulbs and working with music, languages and cultures from around
the world. Children have access to an excellent range of activities to promote their physical
and creative development. The nursery supports children's learning very well in the Foundation
Stage.

Helping children make a positive contribution

The provision is good.

The nursery ensures that it has all available information from parents in order to effectively
meet the entire range of children's needs. Parents feel that the nursery knows each child as an
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individual and responds positively to those with particular needs: for example, children who
have English as an additional language, or have specific dietary or medical requirements. The
setting has an effective written statement in place to ensure that children with special needs
or disabilities have their needs accurately assessed and met. A designated member of staff
oversees this policy to support staff in their effectiveness, and the nursery's physical environment
and inclusive approach ensures that all children's needs can be met. The atmosphere of work
and play in the nursery is positive and purposeful. Staff are consistent role models who maintain
trusting relationships with the children. They apply simple rules with patience and good humour
in a way that the children understand and respond to. Children are engaged in many
conversations about their behaviour and are very familiar with daily routines, resulting in clear
boundaries and good co-operation. The nursery uses resources that reflect positive images of
diversity; these include resources, literature, pictures, and excellent displays that celebrate the
children's individuality. Children's spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is fostered.

The partnership with parents and carers is good. The nursery has good systems in place to
exchange important information about children, and ensures that parents are included and
children's needs are met. Parents feel that the nursery staff are very responsive to their wishes
and the needs of their children. The setting provides a good range of information about its
work which parents value and understand. The parents value this level of information and have
enjoyed contributing to the children's activities in the setting during Black History Month and
when sharing cultures and backgrounds. Parents also consider that their children develop very
well when in the nursery and learn valuable life skills.

Organisation

The organisation is good.

The provider has established very robust recruitment procedures to ensure that staff employed
at the nursery are suitable to work with children. All staff are suitably qualified and experienced,
and all have a very good understanding of how young children learn. Staff are well supported
by ongoing training and development and the setting has very effective periods of induction
for staff. The setting has policies and procedures in place to ensure the effective and safe
management of the nursery. Staff are very well deployed within the setting and respond
effectively to children's needs. Children's well-being and care is given very good attention;
children learn how to make healthy life choices, stay safe and enjoy what they achieve. The
accommodation used by the children is spacious and well equipped; the children have access
to excellent facilities for their physical development. The setting has good links with parents
but does not make use of routine written development records. In addition, though the setting
arranges its provision to meet the development needs of all children, some of the older children
do not always become sufficiently engaged in the activities that they undertake.

The leadership and management is good. The setting has well developed planning and
assessment strategies which positively impact upon children's development and which all staff
follow consistently. The nursery effectively promotes equal opportunities and has a very inclusive
environment, which results in children developing well. Staff are well led and benefit from good
induction, training and development opportunities. In addition staff have a clear understanding
of their roles and responsibilities. The nursery is recognised by parents as being responsive to
the needs of the children. The setting meets the needs of the range of children for whom it
provides.
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Improvements since the last inspection

The last inspection made the recommendation that the setting's documentation should be
properly maintained with all necessary detail and stored confidentially. Since that time the
setting has ensured that all necessary documentation is maintained correctly and stored
confidentially.

Complaints since the last inspection

Since the last inspection there have been no complaints made to Ofsted that required the
provider or Ofsted to take any action in order to meet National Standards.

The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which they can see
on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than those made to Ofsted.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO SECURE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT?

The quality and standards of the care

To improve the quality and standards of care further the registered person should take account
of the following recommendation(s):

•devise written development records to give parents important information about their
children.

The quality and standards of the nursery education

To improve the quality and standards of nursery education further the registered person should
take account of the following recommendation(s):

• ensure that children undertake activities that allow them to be able to apply themselves
for increasing amounts of time.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the leaflet Complaints about Ofsted Early Years: concerns or complaints about Ofsted's
role in regulating and inspecting childcare and early education (HMI ref no 2599)which is available
from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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